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Best Practice No. 2: 

 

 

 

1. Title: “Adapting to Adversity: Academic and Institutional Responsibilities during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic” 

 

2. Objectives: 

• To provide continuous educational support and social assistance to the local 

community during the pandemic. 

• To ensure uninterrupted academic progress through online teaching, learning, and 

evaluation. 

• To support the local community with essential services and raise awareness about 

COVID-19. 

• To foster social responsibility and empathy among students through community 

engagement. 

3. The Context: The COVID-19 pandemic presented significant challenges to both 

education and community welfare. ACS College, located in a remote rural area, faced 

difficulties in transitioning to online education and addressing the immediate needs of the 

local community. The college aimed to balance academic responsibilities with social 

commitments, ensuring that students continued their education while also supporting the 

community during the crisis. 

4. The Practice: a. Academic Initiatives: 

• Online Education: Implemented online teaching using platforms like Google Meet 

and Zoom, ensuring students had access to study materials through WhatsApp groups 

and e-content repositories. 

• Faculty Development: Encouraged faculty participation in online development 

programs to enhance their digital teaching skills. 

• Student Engagement: Organized online co-curricular and extracurricular activities, 

such as quizzes, debates, and webinars, to maintain student engagement. 

• Support Systems: Provided counselling to students and parents on using online 

platforms and addressing grievances. 

 

Adapting to Adversity: Academic and Institutional 

Responsibilities during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
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b. Community Support: 

• Awareness Campaigns: Conducted awareness campaigns about COVID-19, 

including the importance of hygiene practices like handwashing and mask-wearing. 

• Essential Services: Distributed masks, bio-sanitizers, groceries, and medicines to 

needy families. Volunteers were trained in mask-making and bio-sanitizer 

preparation. 

• Blood Donation: Organized blood donation camps to support local health facilities. 

5. Evidence of Success: 

• Academic Success: Students and faculty adapted to online learning platforms, 

ensuring continuous education. E-content generated and shared on digital platforms 

facilitated exam preparation and academic success. 

• Community Impact: The college's efforts in providing essential services and raising 

awareness helped mitigate the pandemic's impact on the local community. Volunteers' 

support was recognized, with several being honoured as COVID-19 warriors. 

• Student Involvement: Students developed a sense of social responsibility and 

empathy through their participation in community support activities. 

• 10 students of our college were declared as part of Corona Yodhha Team. 
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6. Problems Encountered and Resources Required:  

Problems Encountered: 

• Academic: Frequent power cuts, poor network connectivity, lack of smartphones, and 

unfamiliarity with ICT tools among students. 

• Community Support: High health risks for volunteers, financial constraints, and 

logistical challenges in organizing community support activities. 

Resources Required: 

• For Academic Initiatives: Advanced ICT tools, uninterrupted power supply, ICT 

training for students, and upgraded media centre facilities. 

• For Community Support: Financial donations, materials for mask and sanitizer 

production, and logistical support for distributing essential services. 
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Introduction 

Pravara Rural Education Society was established in 1964 by Padmashri Dr. 

Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil. A visionary and social reformer, Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil is 

credited with founding Asia's first cooperative sugar factory at Pravaranagar. His efforts 

were pivotal in shaping the socio-economic landscape of the region. Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe 

Patil understood the transformative power of education in rural development, recognizing 

its potential to eradicate illiteracy and empower women, thereby fostering a more equitable 

society. 

Despite lacking formal education, Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil was a strong advocate 

for learning. He believed that education was the cornerstone of social and economic reform. 

His foresight led to the establishment of numerous educational institutions under the 

Pravara Rural Education Society. Starting with an English medium school, Pravara Public 

School and Pravara Kanya Vidyamandir, the society expanded its reach to include 40 

Marathi schools in surrounding villages. These institutions aimed to provide quality 

education to children in rural areas, equipping them with the knowledge and skills needed 

to improve their lives and communities. 

The seeds sown by Padmashri Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil grew into a vast 

educational network under the nurturing care of his son, Loknete Dr. Balasaheb Vikhe 

Patil, a Padma Bhushan Awardee. Dr. Balasaheb Vikhe Patil dedicated his life to furthering 

his father’s vision, significantly expanding the scope and scale of the Pravara Rural 

Education Society. Today, the society encompasses a wide array of educational 

institutions, including technical colleges, senior colleges, English medium schools and 

Marathi medium schools. These institutions are engaged in the noble task of imparting 

knowledge to thousands of students. 

Under the umbrella of the Pravara Rural Education Society, approximately 40,000 

students are currently receiving education. These students benefit from a well-rounded 

curriculum that includes not only academic subjects but also extracurricular activities 

designed to promote holistic development. The society’s commitment to quality education 
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has had a profound impact on the region, contributing to higher literacy rates and better 

socio-economic outcomes for the community. 

Honorable Namdar Dr. Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil is expanding this extensive educational 

and social work initiated by his father and grandfather. Namdar Dr. Radhakrishna Vikhe 

Patil has been instrumental in advancing the vision of the Pravara Rural Education Society, 

ensuring that it remains a beacon of learning and social reform. His dedication to 

transforming politics into a true form of social service is evident in his actions and 

initiatives. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Namdar Dr. Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil’s 

efforts, along with those of young leader Hon. MP Dr. Sujay Vikhe Patil, were 

commendable. Their work at both the national and state levels was acknowledged and 

appreciated by the Government of India and Maharashtra. 

Hon. Rajendra Vikhe Patil also played a crucial role during the pandemic. Through 

the Pravara Medical Trust, he extended a helping hand to the underprivileged masses in 

the Pravara area and Ahmednagar district. The trust provided essential medical services 

and support to those affected by the pandemic, highlighting the society’s commitment to 

serving the community in times of crisis. 

Furthermore, Hon. Mrs. Shalinitai Vikhe Patil, through the Janseva Foundation, is working 

tirelessly towards women empowerment and providing familial support in the Ahmednagar 

district. The foundation focuses on initiatives aimed at improving the socio-economic 

status of women, enabling them to lead more independent and fulfilling lives. These efforts 

are in line with the society’s broader goal of fostering an inclusive and equitable 

community. 

The faculty, non-teaching staff and students of the Pravara Rural Education Society 

have also demonstrated a strong sense of social responsibility. During the COVID-19 

pandemic, they actively participated in serving and assisting the people in the Satral region. 

Their efforts included distributing essential supplies, raising awareness about health and 

safety measures and providing support to those in need. This collective action underscores 

the society’s commitment to community service and the well-being of its members. 
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The Pravara Rural Education Society's legacy is built on a foundation of vision, 

dedication, and service. The society continues to uphold the values instilled by its founders, 

striving to make education accessible and impactful for all. By focusing on quality 

education, community service, and social reform, the society plays a vital role in shaping 

the future of the region. 

Through its various institutions, the society offers a range of educational programs 

designed to meet the diverse needs of students. Technical colleges provide specialized 

training in fields such as engineering, technology, and healthcare, preparing students for 

careers in high-demand industries. Senior colleges offer undergraduate and postgraduate 

courses in arts, science, and commerce, fostering academic excellence and critical thinking. 

English medium schools emphasize proficiency in the English language, opening up global 

opportunities for students. Marathi medium schools ensure that education is accessible to 

all, preserving local culture and traditions. 

The society’s emphasis on holistic education extends beyond the classroom. 

Extracurricular activities, including sports, arts, and cultural events, are integral to the 

student experience. These activities promote teamwork, creativity, and leadership skills, 

essential for personal and professional development. The society also encourages 

community engagement, instilling a sense of social responsibility in students from a young 

age. 

The Pravara Rural Education Society stands as a testament to the vision and 

dedication of its founders, Padmashri Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil and Loknete Dr. Balasaheb 

Vikhe Patil. Their legacy is carried forward by Honorable Namdar Shri Radhakrishna 

Vikhe Patil, Hon. Rajendra Vikhe Patil, Hon. MP Dr. Sujay Vikhe Patil, and Hon. Mrs. 

Shalinitai Vikhe Patil, who continue to champion the cause of education and social reform. 

The society’s unwavering commitment to quality education, community service, and 

holistic development has had a lasting impact on the region, transforming countless lives 

and contributing to a brighter future for all. 
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Permission Letter 

To, 

The Principal 

Arts, Commerce & Science College, Satral 

Tal- Rahuri, Dist- Ahmednagar 

 

    Subject: Request for Permission to Organize a Community Support Program during COVID-19 
 

Respected Madam, 

 letter finds you in good health and high spirits. I am writing to seek your kind permission 

to organize a community support program at our college to assist those affected by the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted our community, leading to health, 

economic, and social challenges. Recognizing the need for collective effort during these difficult 

times, I propose organizing a support program aimed at providing essential services such as: 

Distribution of Food and Essentials: Providing groceries and hygiene kits to families in 

need. 

Health Awareness Campaigns: Educating the community about COVID-19 prevention, 

vaccination, and health guidelines. 

Online Educational Support: Assisting students with online learning resources and tutoring. 

The proposed program will strictly adhere to all health and safety guidelines, including social 

distancing, wearing masks, and frequent sanitization to ensure the safety of all participants and 

volunteers. I believe that our college involvement in this initiative will not only support those in 

need but also foster a sense of solidarity and community spirit among students, staff, and the 

broader community. 

I kindly request your permission and support to proceed with organizing this program. 

Additionally, I would be grateful for any suggestions or guidance you may have to ensure the 

success of this initiative. 

Thank you for considering my request. I look forward to your positive response. 

Yours sincerely, 

                                                                             

 

                                                                         Mr. R. S. Bhadakwad 

                                                                        Coordinator 



Page | 11  
 

 

Contributions during the Pandemic 

Medical Equipment Aid to Pravara COVID Care Centre 

  Teaching and non-teaching staff of the Arts, Commerce, and Science 

College, Satral, part of the Loknete Dr. Balasaheb Vikhe Patil (Padma Bhushan Awardee) 

Pravara Rural Education Society, made a significant contribution to the Pravara COVID 

Care Center, in Loni. They donated medical equipment worth Rs. 56,404, which included 

monitor stands and bedside screens. This generous donation played a crucial role in 

enhancing the care center's capacity to treat COVID-19 patients. Their efforts exemplify 

the institute’s commitment to community service and its proactive response to the 

pandemic, ensuring better healthcare support for the affected individuals. This act of 

solidarity and compassion underscores the vital role of educational institutions in 

supporting public health initiatives. 

 

Medical Equipment Handover to Pravara COVID Center 
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Awareness Campaign in Satral Region 

During the pandemic, the college developed and prominently exhibited 

awareness boards focusing on COVID-19 precautions within the Satral area. Guided 

by the principal, vice principal and NSS program officer, students actively engaged 

in diverse initiatives aimed at cultivating a strong sense of community responsibility. 

These efforts encompassed activities such as organizing informational campaigns, 

promoting safe practices among peers and encouraging volunteerism to support 

vulnerable groups. Through these collective actions, the college not only aimed to 

raise awareness about health precautions but also fostered a spirit of unity and civic 

duty among its student body. The collaborative leadership of the college 

administration and the proactive involvement of students were pivotal in ensuring 

that the community responded effectively to the challenges posed by the pandemic, 

emphasizing the importance of collective responsibility in times of crisis. 

 

COVID Awareness Flex display in Satral, Songaon and Dhanore Village 
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Mask Making and Distribution 

NSS program officers Mr. R.S. Bhadakwad and Mr. Prashant Harale 

organized a mask-making initiative, resulting in 200 masks distributed to students, 

faculty and non-teaching staff by the principal. Additionally, NSS volunteers 

participated by making masks themselves and distributed them to the families they 

adopted for awareness and support during the pandemic.

                   

                  

NSS volunteers make Masks and distribute them among adopted families 
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Biological Sanitizer Production and Distribution 

Students applied scientific methodologies to develop biological sanitizers, 

which were then distributed to the families they had adopted. Alongside distributing 

the sanitizers, they conducted comprehensive awareness campaigns to educate these 

families about proper hygiene practices and the importance of using sanitizers 

effectively. This initiative not only aimed to provide practical solutions but also 

emphasized the role of education in promoting community health and safety during 

challenging times like the pandemic. 

  

NSS volunteers make pravara sanitizer distribute them among adopted families 
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Awareness Posters 

NSS volunteers from Arts, Commerce and Science College Satral took proactive 

steps by creating informative posters to address and dispel misconceptions and fears 

about COVID-19 prevalent in their villages. These dedicated volunteers utilized 

their creative skills to communicate crucial information effectively, aiming to 

educate and reassure community members. Through these efforts, they sought to 

promote awareness and encourage responsible behaviour amidst the pandemic, 

fostering a sense of unity and resilience within their localities. Their initiative not 

only contributed to public health awareness but also exemplified the spirit of 

community service and solidarity during challenging times. 

  

 

COVID-19 Awareness among adopted families 
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Helping Food Donation during the Pandemic 

Under the initiative of Hon. Dr. Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and Hon. Dr. Sujaydada 

Vikhe Patil (Member of Parliament), students from Arts, Commerce and Science 

College, Satral enthusiastically participated in food donation drives during the 

challenging pandemic period of COVID-19. Motivated by their leaders' call to serve 

the community, these students selflessly collected and distributed essential food 

supplies to those in need across their villages. Their efforts not only provided 

immediate relief to the disadvantaged but also showcased solidarity and compassion 

in times of crisis. This collaborative endeavour underscored the importance of 

collective action and civic responsibility, reflecting a unified commitment to 

supporting vulnerable population during unprecedented times. 

 

NSS volunteer helps in food distribution drives during the challenging pandemic 

period of COVID-19 
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In response to the critical blood shortage exacerbated by the pandemic, the college 

collaborated with Pravara Medical Trust to organize a joint blood donation camp. 

Led by the initiative of Hon. Dr. Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and Hon. Dr. Sujaydada 

Vikhe Patil (Member of Parliament), students and community members came 

together to donate blood, contributing a total of 57 units. This collective effort was 

a testament to the community's resilience and commitment to supporting healthcare 

needs amidst challenging circumstances. 

The blood donation camp not only addressed immediate shortages but also raised 

awareness about the ongoing need for blood donations. It emphasized the importance 

of solidarity and civic duty, inspiring others to contribute to the well-being of fellow 

citizens. By fostering a culture of giving and compassion, the initiative highlighted 

the impactful role that collaborative efforts can play in strengthening community 

health infrastructure during crisis. 
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As a social responsibility NSS unit organize a Blood donation camp in 

COVID pandemic 
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Honouring COVID-19 Warriors 

On March 8, 2021, Arts, Commerce and Science College, Satral organized a 

heartfelt tribute to recognize the invaluable contributions of female health workers 

and Anganwadi workers from Satral as COVID-19 warriors. These dedicated 

individuals were celebrated for their unwavering commitment and selfless service in 

the face of the pandemic's challenges. The event not only acknowledged their tireless 

efforts in healthcare and community support but also highlighted the resilience and 

dedication essential to combating COVID-19. Through this gesture of appreciation, 

the college underscored the importance of honouring frontline workers who have 

played a crucial role in safeguarding public health and wellbeing during these 

unprecedented times. 

Felicitation of Anganwadi sevika and Asha worker for his great work in COVID 

pandemic 
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Supporting COVID-19 Affected Individuals 

Ten volunteers joined the Young Inspirators Network (YIN) to assist COVID-19 patients and their 

families with hospital bed availability, Remdesivir availability and other support. 

10 NSS volunteer work as an Assist COVID-19 
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Publicity in Newspaper 
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These initiatives were successfully conducted with the support of Principal 

Dr. Jayshree Singar, Prof. (Dr.) Somnath Gholap, Vice Principal Dr. Deepak Gholap, 

all honorable members of the college management committee, Office 

Superintendent. Mr. Mahendra Tambe, Mr. Vilas Shinde, NSS coordinators Mr.  R. 

S. Bhadakwad, Dr. N.S. Kanhe, Student Welfare Officer Mr. Dinkar Ghane and all 

respected faculty members and the proactive students of our college. 
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Loknete Dr. Balasaheb Vikhe Patil (Padmabhushan Awardee)  
Pravara Rural Education Society’s 

ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE COLLEGE, SATRAL 
NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME 

Covid-19 Pandemic- Volunteers list  

SR. NO. NAME OF STUDENT CLASS 

1.  GAGARE POONAM LAXMAN S.Y. B.SC. 

2.  KHATEKAR PRASHANT SUBHASH T.Y. B.COM. 

3.  LOKHANDE VAIBHAV SUDAM T.Y.B.SC. 

4.  PATOLE PRIYANKA VITTHAL S.Y.B.COM. 

5.  GITE RUTUGANDHA SUNIL S.Y.B.SC. 

6.  SARODE SNEHAL RAJENDRA S.Y.B.A. 

7.  GHOLAP ANKITA RAMESH F.Y.B.SC. 

8.  MUSMADE SHUBHAM JALINDAR S.Y.B.SC. 

9.  HARADE PRASHANT BHAUSAHEB S.Y.B.COM. 

10.  ANAP RUPESH BHAUSAHEB S.Y.B.COM. 

11.  BELKAR ANIKET SANJAY T.Y.B.COM. 

12.  SAMBARE PRIYANKA BALASAHEB S.Y.B.COM. 

13.  JAGTAP AJINKYA SANJAY S.Y.B.A. 

14.  LONDHE PRATIKSHA BALASAHEB S.Y.B.COM. 

15.  BELKAR PRATIKSHA MACHHINDRA S.Y.B.COM. 

16.  KHATEKAR ABHISHEK BALKRUSHANA T.Y.B.A. 

17.  DARODE GAURAV GITARAM S.Y.B.COM. 

18.  WABALE SWAMINI APPASAHEB S.Y.B.SC. 

19.  SINARE AARTI RAMNATH S.Y.B.SC. 

20.  SHINDE SNEHAL SAHEBRAO S.Y.B.SC. 

21.  GAGARE OMKAR KAILAS S.Y.B.COM. 

22.  SHAIKH JAMIR HAMID S.Y.B.COM. 

23.  DIGHE VAISHNAVI RAJENDRA S.Y.B.SC. 

24.  NALKAR ARTI POPAT S.Y.B.SC. 

25.  SHINDE VAISHANAVI DHANANJAY S.Y.B.SC. 

26.  DIVE AVANTIKA RAJENDRA S.Y.B.A. 

27.  THETE TEJAL DATTATRAY S.Y.B.SC. 

28.  LONDHE UDDHAV SHAMRAO S.Y.B.SC. 

29.  KADU SIDDHARTH DATTATRAY S.Y.B.SC. 

30.  DUKRE AKSHAY BHAUSAHEB S.Y.B.A. 

31.  VIDHATE SHRIRAM SHANTARAM S.Y.B.A. 

32.  KHEMNAR AKSHAY KISHOR T. Y. B.COM 

 


